
Fish and Wildlife Board Meeting 

Minutes for August 23, 2017 

The Fish & Wildlife Board held a meeting at 5:00 PM EST on Wednesday August 23, 2017, at 
the Dewey Building on the National Life Campus located at 1 National Life Drive Montpelier, 
VT 05620. 

Members of the Board: Kevin Lawrence (Chair), Theresa Elmer (Vice Chair), Johanna Laggis, 
Cheryl Frank Sullivan, Tim Biebel, Craig Nolan, Pete Allard, David Fielding, Dennis Mewes, 
Bill Pickens, Brian Wiles, David Robillard and Patrick Berry. Absent from the meeting Craig 
Greene.  

Fish and Wildlife Staff: Louis Porter (Commissioner), Mary Diego (Executive Assistant), Mark 
Scott (Wildlife Director) Susan Warner (Outreach Director) Forrest Hammond (Bear Biologist) 
John Austin (Habitat Director) Catherine Gjessing (General Counsel) Major George Scribner 
(Acting Law Enforcement Director) Lt. David Gregory (Warden), Sean Fowler (Warden), Keith 
Gallant (Warden) Abigail Serra (Warden Trainee), Kim Royar (Furbearer Biologist)  

Members of the Public in Attendance: See attached agenda sheets 

   The Board meeting was called to order at 5:04PM, EST by Chairman Kevin Lawrence  

Agenda: 
1.) Approval of June 28, 2017  
2.) Public Comment Period 
3.) Petitions: Crow Season, Spring Bear Hunting, Baiting for Bear, Swapping of lottery 

permits 
4.) Bear Rule Changes Second Vote 
5.) Trapping Rule Changes Third Vote 
6.) Lands and Habitat presentation – John Austin, Program Manager, Lands and Habitat 

Program 
7.) Commissioner’s Update 
8.) Roundtable  

Agenda Item (1) Approval of June 28, 2017  

Theresa Elmer motioned to accept the June 28, 2017 Meeting Minutes 

Craig Nolan seconded the motion 

Vote: unanimously passed the minutes for June 28, 2017.  

Commissioner Porter and Director Scott told the Board the department opposed the 
petitions on crow, spring bear hunting and baiting, and recommended tabling the 
swapping of permits and youth archery hunting weekend until the next Big Game Plan is 
done. 



Agenda Item (2) Public Comment Period: There was a public sign-in sheet and everyone that 
wanted to speak was given a two-minute period to express their opinions, views, and questions.  

 

The board then went on to address the four petitions that were recently sent to the board.  

Agenda Item (3) List of Petitions: Crow Season Petition, Spring Bear Hunting and Baiting 
for Bear Petition, Swapping of Lottery Permits Petition and Youth Archery Season 
Weekend Petition.  

Votes on petitions were as follows:  

Vermont Coalition Petition to ban the killing of crows for sport.    

Board member Dave Robillard asked the Department the effects of crow predation on songbirds 
and their nests.  The Department will research this topic. 

Vote: 7 in favor of the petition, 6 opposed. The Department will research the science regarding 
this petition and come back with a recommendation and proposal to move forward.  

Spring Bear Hunting and Bear Baiting Petition:   

Vote: 12 against and 1 in favor. Petition failed to go forward and no further action will be taken 
on it.  

Swapping of Lottery Permits Petition:  

Motion was made to table this petition until after the 3-year study on deer management is 
concluded and the findings are presented to the board. This study is set to end at the end of the 
calendar year in 2017. 

Vote: unanimously in favor of tabling the petition.  

Youth Archery Season Weekend Petition: 

It was brought to the attention of the board by the general counsel that they do not have the 
authority needed to change this statutory regulation. As a result, no action was taken on this 
petition.  

Agenda Item (4) Second Vote on the Bear Rule:  

Brief discussion among board members and Vermont Bear Hound Association members before 
the vote.  

Motion was made to add language to require hunters to leave the reproductive/sex organ on the 
carcass when it is field dressed in order to obtain more biological data for the department.  

Vote: Motion failed in a vote of 8 opposed, and 5 in favor.  

Motion was made to accept the bear rule as proposed with minor language changes on page 7 of 
the proposed rule.  



Vote: 13 in favor of the proposed bear rule. Rule passed second vote.  

Agenda Item (5) Furbearer Third Vote: The rule was unchanged since the second.  

Vote: Unanimously in favor of the changes to the furbearer rule. Third vote passed.  

 

 

Agenda Item (6) Lands and Habitat presentation – John Austin, Program Manager, Lands 
and Habitat Program gave an overview of the Department’s Lands and Habitat Program. 

 

 

Agenda Item (7) Commissioner’s update: Tomorrow is our department day and it will be held 
at Kehoe conservation camp in Castleton. The Department recently hired a biometrician Katie 
Gieder. 2017 has been a big year for bear conflicts, wardens and biologist have been running 
ragged this year trying to keep up with the incoming issues. It is a challenge to get the message 
out about how to live with bears. It has been a busy field season for the Department’s field 
biologists, and if any of you would like to go out with a biologist who works in a particular area 
you are more than welcome. Just let us know and we can set something up. The antlerless deer 
hunting permit lottery application deadline is tomorrow. There was a  snafu on July 16e with 
online application, but it was fix within 12 hours. This is Mary Smith’s last official board 
meeting as she has taken a new position in the Department as the Law Enforcement and 
Recruitment Coordinator.  

Agenda Item (8) Roundtable:  

David Robillard: Thank you for the Sand County Almanac. He did some golfing and has been 
running some trail cameras, seen some bears earlier in the spring. Won’t be here in September.  

Patrick Berry: Pass 

Pete Allard: Seen some turkeys last week with some very small little ones. News on Roxbury 
hatchery? Commissioner Porter answered: We have run into some permitting and water 
withdrawal issues but construction plans are still moving forward thanks to staff dedication and 
some assistance from general funds. 

Craig Nolan: Glad to see baitfish rule revisited, thanks to Cheryl and Tim for their work on that 
team. Thank you to Mary for her work over the last 5 years. 

Bill Pickens: FOIA requests, is there a charge for those requests? Commissioner Porter 
answered:  There are limitations on what can and cannot be charged for.  The Department does 
charge when it is appropriate to do so. Thanks to Kevin and Patrick for bringing up the civility 
issues. It is time that it be said so thank you for saying it.  



Brian Wiles: Thanks for the Sand County Almanac. Has only recently been able to go out 
looking for signs on WMAs.  

David Fielding Jr.: Thanks for the Sand County Almanac, will not be at the September meeting 
because he will be in Newfoundland hunting  

Tim Biebel: Might not be here next meeting because wife is due but looking forward to 
discussing work on the baitfish team. 

Dennis Mewes: Seen a lot more monarch butterflies, more than years past. Dennis and his wife 
leave the milkweeds intact around their house for them.  

Theresa Elmer: Thought that the homework that Kevin assigned was great. Hunter safety is in 
full bloom right now. Theresa is helping with New instructor training this coming weekend at 
Kehoe conservation camp. In September, her and Rodney are holding a deer seminar and some 
of their own hunter safety programs. 

Johanna Laggis: Seen a lot of wildlife on the farm this summer. Some doe and fawn, a couple 
sets of twins, bear and some turkeys.  

Cheryl Frank-Sullivan: Pass 

Kevin Lawrence: Visited a large state park out West and got to see some Park buffalo and bison 
too (😊😊). Stayed in the state forest facility that was located on the park, thought that was neat and 
it is too bad we don’t have something like that in Vermont. 



Meeting was adjourned at 8:55 PM EST. 
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